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hosted any polo since March.

The tournament was played with the four sides
in two leagues, with the winners in each playing
the runners up in two semi-finals. On the first side
of the draw, Sahgal Stud and Himalayan
Horse/Equisport met in the tournament's opening
game. The latter ran out comfortable winners, 11-
4, thanks largely to the performance of Himalayan
Horse/Equisport's talisman, Simran Shergill.
However, the whole side succeeded in neutralising
Manupal Godara and Lokendra Singh, two great
players on the Sahgal Stud side.

Some of India's top players were on show in the
second half of the draw, where Sona Polo and the
Army met, showcasing the likes of Samir Suhag,
Ravi Rathore, and Angad and Uday Kalaan. Sona
Polo went on to sneak a 7-6 victory, leaving the
Army to rue a last-minute missed scoring

opportunity, which would have tied the game. Their

bigger mistake more generally was leaving Sona
Polo's Ransher Singh unmarked on several
occasions, allowing him to cause damage.

Thus, in the semi-finals, winners Sona Polo and
Himalayan Horse/Equisport met Sahgal Stud and
the Army respectively. Both were close but, in the
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chukka and ran out to a 11-7 victory. Once again,
it was Ransher Singh who stood out, scoring eight
of his team’s 11 goals.

The second semi-final, between Army and
Himalayan Horse, was an absolute thriller, going
right down to the wire and culminating with a
controversial goal-mouth winner right at the death
as Himalayan Horse prevailed, 5-4.

Ahead of Sunday's final, a minute's silence was
solemnly observed by spectators and the finalists,
Sona Polo and Himalayan Horse/Equisport, to
show solidarity with those killed, injured or -
taken hostage in the terrorist attacks a week
earlier in Mumbai.

Himalayan Horse/Equisport then pinned back
Sona Polo expertly right from the off in what
many rightly predicted would be a closely fought
contest. Sona Polo fought back valiantly but were
unable to take the lead at any point, leaving
Himalayan Horse/Equisport to take the 2008
Indian Open title, 6-4.

Their star performer Simran Shergill scored
five goals and also won the most valuable player
award. Cappincha, owned by Sona Polo’s Sunjay
Kapur, the husband of Bollywood actress




